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Colleges of the Fenway Public Relations Committee
Minutes

Meeting of January 14, 1998

IN ATTENDANCE: Adrian Bailey, associate director of PR, Simmons College; Joyce
Hempstead, director of PR/Publications, MCP/AHS; Siobhan Houton, MCP/AHS; Claire
Ramsbottom, Colleges of the Fenway coordinator; Anne Rendle, director of

PR/Publications, Emmanuel College

The meeting was called to order at 11:15 a.m. The minutes from the last meeting were

approved by all.

The first order of business was the Colleges of the Fenway newsletter. Claire noted that
not all of the colleges have submitted information. Claire also talked about needing
information for Welcome Week and the Employment Fair. Anne suggested using photos
with captions in the newsletter for Welcome Week and just updating last year’s press

release for the Employment Fair since the information is basically the same.

Claire asked if everyone had received and read the information that she wrote about the

Davis Grant and welcomed comments on it from the committee.

The attendees discussed possible items for the newsletter. Siobhan suggested a blurb about
Huntington Avenue being renamed “Avenue of the Arts” and volunteered to call the MFA
to find out about upcoming exhibits to list in the newsletter. Claire talked about getting a
list of the most popular classes for cross-registration from the registrars of all the schools.

Adrian mentioned the popularity of intramural sports and how students have said that it'sa
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great way to meet students from other schools. Claire mentioned that she needs a student

intern for the newsletter. A deadline of January 20 was set for the newsletter.

The group then discussed the COF two-year retrospective release. Anne mentioned that
few of the departments from whom she had solicited quotes and information had
responded. Adrian got a minimal response from her Admissions Department. The group
discussed the media focus for the release. Siobhan suggested pitching it to the Business
sections of the newspapers. The group decided to focus on three topics of interest.

What we saved

Cost avoidance (saving resources), energy deregulation, food service, insurance

(liability/health/property), leverage in vendor negotiations, purchasing power.
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Employment fair, exposure (Admissions poster), guidance counselor tour, intramural

What we gained

sports, poetry jam, religious connection, shared theater productions, social interaction,
theme dinners, Welcome Week.

How we share academic resources

Cross-registration, Davis grant, Fidelity grant, joint course, joint degree
(Emmanuel/Wentworth), joint seminar, shared faculty (Simmons/Wentworth).

Anne said that all of the five colleges must be included in the news story. It was suggested
that the group send out a general release about the COF retrospective and have prepared a
fact sheet with detailed information about the things mentioned in the general release that
can be sent to reporters showing strong interest. The group then suggested different people

for quotes regarding particular topics.

Dan Cheever: exposure
Sr. Janet Eisner: Davis and Fidelity grants
‘/ Walter Saxe: financial savings

-~ John Van Donellen: academic
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Wheelock: quality of life, student exposure, intercollegiate theater productions
Siobhan Houton volunteered to write the release and will send an e-mail to committee
members to remind them of the deadline. Adrian volunteered to compile the fact sheet but
all committee members will have to obtain information to contribute to it.

The group discussed how to track the results of the Employment Fair which was last year’s
most successful COF event. Siobhan volunteered to attend this year’s fair and interview
companies about their experiences with COF grads. All members present agreed to ask
their respective internship and career directors about the impact of the fair on on-campus

recruiting.

All agreed that the next meeting will take place at MASCO on Tuesday, February 17.

Claire asked for a volunteer to attend the Davis grant seminar at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday,

January 22 on the Simmons campus. Adrian volunteered to attend and take pictures.

Anne suggested Fenway Park signage for COF consortium and volunteered to call the

student activities directors to talk about a possible Fenway Park event for COF students.
Claire asked that the PR directors send her back the updated info sheets that she sent out
before the holidays. She asked that they please update the sheets and send them to her

before the next meeting if possible.

The meeting was then adjourned.
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