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The Colleges of the Fenway have established the “Center for Sustainability and the
Environment” in order to promote sustainability as an essential part of student’s
academic experience.

The Colleges of the Fenway (COF) is a non-profit organization of six small colleges in the
Greater Boston area with a combined undergraduate population of nearly 12,000 and
includes Emmanuel College, The Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health
Sciences, The Massachusetts College of Art, Simmons College, Wentworth Institute of
Technology, and Wheelock College. The COF provides opportunities for student to
participate in academic programs, such as the Environmental Science Program, as well
as artistic programs including the COF Minor in Performing Arts.

There is a growing interest in Sustainability on campuses throughout the country. The
Princeton Review recently reported that two-thirds of students surveyed for the
company’s recent “College Hopes and Worries” survey said a college’s environmental
commitment would be factor in where they applied. The September 18, 2009 edition
of The Chronicle of Higher Education, reported that Sustainability was one of five college
majors on the rise. “Colleges across the country have embraced sustainability, seeking
to make their campuses more environmentally friendly. Now, spurred in large part by
student demand, colleges are greening their curriculum too: Some 70 institutions have
sustainability-related academic programs according to the Association for the
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education.”

The schools of the Colleges of the Fenway (COF) are well positioned to offer students
not only an education in the principles of sustainability, but also the opportunity to
apply sustainable practices in the real world. COF Schools have complementary core
strengths in every area related to sustainability, including Education, Environmental
Science, Economics, Social Justice, Sustainable Design, Management, and Political
Science. In the addition, the COF encourages students to use their skills in the
communities of Greater Boston by arranging internships with local businesses and by
providing opportunities for to apply sustainable practices to help people throughout the
world.

The newly established Center for Sustainability and the Environment at the Colleges of
the Fenway will provide a series of lectures on issues related to sustainability and the
environment - open to the entire COF community, establish a clearinghouse for student
internships, seek grants to fund the various programs, and provide green career events.
In addition, the Center will continue to support COF Environmental Science majors by
offering the Environmental Forum and by facilitating cross registration in courses



required for the major and by supporting the Environmentors high school outreach
program.

For more information, contact Dr. Michael Berger, Director of the Center of
Sustainability and the Environment at bergerm@simmons.edu.



