DECEMBER 14, 2012

Year of the Tree
Branching Out

by Eddie Small
Courant News Writer

The Fenway Civic Association (FCA)
launched its Year of the Tree campaign in
2011, but the group has no plans to conclude
it anytime soon.

“There’s no end date for these projects,
said FCA member Marie Fukuda. “It will be
until they’re completed and all of our funds
are used.”

The FCA, with some help from the Boston
Parks Department, recently completed prun-
ing the stand of lilacs next to the West
Fenway’s Kelleher Rose Garden as part of
their campaign. Fukuda estimated that this
was the first time in about six years they had
been pruned.

“They were getting too tall to see the flow-
ers;” said Parks Department Superintendent
of Horticulture Tom Williams
email. “In an ideal world, lilacs should be

in an

about as tall as a person so the flowers can be
seen better.”

Norm Helie, the arborist who works on
FCA’s tree projects, added that many of the
lilacs’ stems had become diseased and infest-
ed over the years. Helie said he was very
happy with the way the flowers looked after
the pruning.

“There’s a big improvement,” he said.

The FCA also worked with the city this
year to plant some additional trees in the

Back Bay Fens and is coordinating with the
Emerald Necklace Conservancy to water
them for two years.

The main reason behind taking up trees
and greenery as a cause was an appreciation of
the Fenway’s geography, said Fukuda.

“We're surrounded by the Emerald
Necklace, and we also have the street tree sit-
uation, where there are a combination of
existing trees but also those that have been
lost over the years,” she said. “So we thought
that this is exactly the type of initiative that
Fenway Civic should support.”

In the future, Fukuda said the FCA would
look to work with the Department of
Conservation and Recreation to do some
planting and help take care of existing trees.
The group also hopes to work with the City
of Boston to plant some street trees in the
East and West Fenway. However, Fukuda
emphasized that these were still just proposals
that had not yet been approved.

The Year of the Tree initiative started with
approximately $8,000 in funding from out-
side organizations and FCA members, which
the group has been using for their conserva-
tion efforts. Fukuda said they have not run
out of money for the initiative yet and will
continue working on projects until they do
— even if it negates the enterprise’s original
name.

“T guess youd have to say ‘Years of the
Tree,” she said.

NEIGHBORHOOD TO DOS

Tuesday, December 18. Park Department
public hearing about the proposed removal
of 20 public shade trees at Huntington
Avenue and Louis Prang Street due to
Wentworth Institute’s construction of grad-
uate student housing. Parks Department,
1010 Massachusetts Avenue. 11 am.

Tuesday, December 18. East Fens police
and community meeting. Morville
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A week of holiday

CHIMING &
CONCERTS

On the Christian Science Plaza

House, 100 Norway Street. 6 pm.

Wednesday, December 19. Office hours
with the Neighborhood Services™ liaison
to the Fenway, Shaina Aubourg. YMCA,
316 Huntington Avenue. 3:30-5:30 pm.
Wednesday, December 19. West Fens
police and community meeting.
Landmark Center, District 4 Office, sec-
ond floor, 410 Park Drive. 5 pm.
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Mark your calendars, December 17-21

Monday, 12 noon-12:30

Tuesday, 12 noon-12:30
Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.-11:50

Thursday, 12 noon-12:30 ¢
Friday, 12 noon-12:30

The First Church of Christ, Scientist - Near the corner of Huntington & Massachusetts Aves, Boston
christianscience.com « 617-450-2366
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With a book in which they are featured are Presidents Sr. Janet Eisner, Emmanuel College; Helen ]

Drinan, Simmons College; Zorica Pantié, Wentworth Institute of Technology; Dawn Barrett,
Massachusetts College of Art and Design; and Jackie Jenkins-Scott, Wheelock College; and
President Emerita Katherine Sloan, Massachusetts College of Art and Design

Local Colleges Buck

Trend in Presidents

by Eddie Small
Courant News Writer

The typical profile of a college presi-
dent in the United States may be an older
white man, but that is not the case in the
Fenway.

According to a 2012 report from the
American Council on Education (ACE),
the standard model for the country’s col-
lege president is a 61-year-old married
white male. Only 13 percent are racial and
ethnic minorities, and only 26 percent are
female.

However, the Fenway is bucking this
trend, as five out of the six schools that
belong to the group Colleges of the
Fenway (COF) have female presidents.
Kim Bobby, director of the inclusive excel-
lence group at ACE, could not offer a
definitive reason for why this was the case,
but she said she was pleased with the

development.

“I think that’s wonderful,” she said.

Claire Ramsbottom, executive director
of COF, said she thought the progressive
nature of Massachusetts helped explain
the neighborhood’s high number of
female presidents.

“You have a climate here that’s more
encouraging of women’s leadership, and I
think that speaks to why we may be in a
different situation than the rest of the
country,” she said.

Dawn Barrett, president of the
Massachusetts College of Art and Design,
said this type of thinking was particularly
applicable to schools in the Fenway. She
described them as “progressive institu-
tions that have looked for the best oppor-
tunities for leadership and have found
them in women.”

Zorica Pantié,

of the
Continued on page 13
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