
 

 

 

 
 

 

For Our Mission Hill and Fenway Neighbors: 

The five Colleges of the Fenway (COF) have been your neighbors for almost 200 years. We have been 

through thick and thin – tough economies, wars and now, a pandemic. Despite these challenges, we have 

survived and thrived because we have worked together to create a healthy and vibrant Mission Hill and 

Fenway. 

As college students return to our City, we understand the importance of protecting the health and safety of 

the communities that surround  our campuses. In developing and implementing our campus reentry plans, 

the COF works with local and state public health officials, medical and public health experts, our Director 

of Environmental Health & Safety, and our Director of Emergency Management. Additionally, we are taking 

guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), as well as the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts Department of Public Health and the Boston Public Health Commission (BPHC). Our main 

objectives are to ensure the health and safety of our communities and comply with local, state and federal 

guidelines for operating during the health crisis, while delivering a quality education to our students. 

Our role as active partners in helping to contain the Commonwealth’s COVID-19 caseload depends on 

cooperation by all, including in our local neighborhoods. To that end, we expect our campus communities 

to comply with COVID-safe behavior both on and off our campuses, and are promoting the importance of 

social distancing, limiting social gatherings, wearing of face coverings when in neighborhoods, practicing 

good hygiene (particularly frequent handwashing), and other best practices. 

Here are details especially important to our Mission Hill and Fenway communities: 

• Of our five member institutions (Emmanuel College, MassArt, MCPHS University, Simmons 

University, and Wentworth Institute of Technology) Simmons University and Emmanuel College 

are remote for the Fall 2020 semester, with limited or no students living on their campuses. The 

remaining universities have greatly reduced on-campus learning by nearly 60 percent with the 

majority of classes being offered remotely.  

• Many students who returned to campus at MassArt, MCPHS and Wentworth are in single rooms 

• We have received positive feedback from the Boston Public Health Commission on our reentry plans 

including: 

o Reduced on-campus operations 

o Significant investment in testing of students, faculty, staff and vendors that is providing 

more routine testing for people in the city 
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o Development of teams within and across the institutions who regularly share information

and best practices

o Education and monitoring of students to ensure compliance with COVID-19 protection

guidelines with consequences--up to and including suspension--for those who do not

comply

• Ongoing commitment to work with community partners and advance community and City of Boston

educational programs, including new and innovative ways to engage virtually

By working together, we can manage this crisis and continue to support our vibrant neighborhoods. We are 

investing significantly in testing to support the public health of the City and remain transparent in our 

efforts. We stand ready and together with you and with the City of Boston. 

To review the Re-entry plans for each campus, visit www.colleges-fenway.org 
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